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Summer 2020
PROGRAMMING LOOKS DIFFERENT BUT STILL HAS
INTENDED OUTCOMES
Due to COVID-19 much of what has happened in the past has had
to be cancelled or reimagined in order to comply with safety
guidelines established by the UW system. When Iron County
Summer Youth Camp and Outpost Camp were cancelled back in
May, the Youth Development Staff had time to rethink their summer
plans and begin to look toward what could be possible. We are
excited to offer new options for kids and I have tried to outline them
throughout this committee report. I thank the Iron County Extension
Education Committee for their continued support of our programs
and the work that we do here in the county.
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2020 BABYSITTER TRAINING

Babysitter training participant
learns to change diapers.

Participants received certificate
honoring their achievement.

The Babysitter Training is a 2020 summer program designed to
introduce kids ages 11+ into the world of babysitting. Participants
learned how to properly take care of children of all ages, through
lessons on Ages and Stages and how to pick games and activities
that are appropriate for the age of the youth in their care. They also
learned how to address and handle situations in a proper way. This
year, participants became certified in CPR by GOISD-CNA InstructorRegistered Nurse-American Heart Association Instructor, Amanda
Sprague and listened to a guest speaker from the Hurley Fire
Department, Jim Maffensanti. They received new recipes, games,
and an understanding of how to balance fun and responsibility. The
program took place July 6-10 and was co-sponsored by the GogebicOntonagon Intermediate School District and Hurley School District.
In order to keep class sizes small and still be able to offer to as
many kids as possible, we offered two sessions. One session ran for
2 hours in the morning and the second ran for 2 hours in the
afternoon. All participants received a babysitter manual, a babysitter
magic bag (filled with toys and first aid kits donated by Aspirus), a
certificate of completion, and custom business cards to promote
their new business.
“I was really nervous to Babysit after talking about all the things that could go wrong.
But I feel prepared for anything that might come up.”
Babysitter Training participant

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE WEEK

Outdoor Adventure Week will be
similar to our TrailBlazers program,
which was canceled due to
COVID-19.
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Outdoor Adventure Week (grades 6-8) is a summer 2020 program
designed for kids seeking to get outdoors and be physically active! With
different routes for hiking, biking, and swimming, participants will learn
more about the area they live in and get to appreciate the amazing
nature they’re surrounded by. Participants will experience some of the
most beautiful scenery the Northwoods has to offer, with sights of
waterfalls, forests, parks, and several planned adventures. The
program is currently scheduled for July 14-17 from 9:00 am-3:00 pm.
The University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension Iron County
has bikes to loan to participants through a grant from the Gogebic
Range United Way. So don’t let not having a bike stop you!!!!

IRON COUNTY 4-H
TECH CHANGEMAKERS
The Iron County 4-H Tech
ChangeMakers has wrapped
up the year of funding and
programming.

Iron County 4-H receives funding from Microsoft and National 4-H Council to upgrade
to Lego EV3 Robotic kits, purchase a 3D printer, wind power kits, Smart Circuit Kits
and a rocket set.

STEM DAY CAMP
STEM Day Camp is a 2020 summer program designed to introduce kids in
grades 3rd-6th to the wonders of technology and science! They will learn
how to program robots to navigate courses, generate energy out of the
elements to power batteries, and explore the complex world of 3D
printing. Their experiences at STEM Day Camp will allow them to be curious
and inventive with technology while also developing their personal, social,
and teamwork skills. The program is currently scheduled for Monday-Friday,
July 20-31 from 1:00 pm—3:00 pm. The summer staff has been working
hard to learn how to use the new equipment so that they can teach it to you.
We are excited about these new options made possible by the 4-H Tech
ChangeMakers, which is a program that Iron County has been a part of for
the past year.

Despite the ending being a
little anticlimactic due to the
Covid-19 restrictions and the
need to end some of our
plans for additional
education for the residents
of Iron County, I feel we had
a
great
year
and
accomplished a lot.
There were 7 sessions held
between the Mercer Library,
the Hurley Senior Dinning
Site, and one virtual Zoom
session.
There are hopes for the
program to continue when
the crisis is over and I have
asked that Iron County be a
part of that.

CloverBud Day Camp
The Cloverbud Day Camp is a 2020 summer program designed to introduce
kids grades K-2nd to different aspects of science and developmental
learning. The day camp will consist of elemental themed days such as fire,
earth, water, and air. Your child will have the opportunity to explore several
questions and mysteries through exciting experiments and some really cool
demonstrations. The kids will learn new games, activities, skills, and so much
more!
The Cloverbud Day Camp is currently scheduled for Monday-Friday, July 20-31
from 8:00 am—10:00 am.
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MESSAGE ABOUT
SUMMER
PROGRAMMING
SAFETY
All precautions to
ensure the safety of the
youth
in
our
programming are being
taken. As always the
safety of the youth in
our programs are our
highest priority.
This is especially
important now. Youth
participants and staff
will be required to wear
facemasks. They will be
spaced out 6’ apart to
maintain
social
distancing and cleaning
and sanitizing steps are
going to be taken to
make sure that kids are
in a safe environment.

MESSAGE FROM NEIL KLEMMEYOUTH DEVELOPMENT EDUCATOR
Hello Iron County 4-H Supporters,
I wanted to share a message to address some of the challenges we
have been facing since back in March. These challenges are not unique
to Iron County, to 4-H, or to the State of Wisconsin for that matter. It
started with the cancellation of our two camp programs and was
quickly followed by the cancellation or reimagining of our TrailBlazers
program. Shortly after that we were told by our Iron County Fair Board
that the difficult decision was made to cancel the fair. All of these are
staples of the work I do and the reasons I love my job and the work
that I get to do here in the county. Now most of the community has
been very positive and have supported these decisions to put the
safety of our youth and the county first. To those who have expressed
disappointment with these decisions I would respond in this way; the
four H’s stand for Head, Heart, Hands and HEALTH. These decisions
have all been made with the Health of our participants and our
community in mind. If we ignore what is happening, and the effects
that could potentially impact our community, we would not be
practicing what we have preached for the nearly 110 year history of
the 4-H program. As I have outlined throughout this report we are
making do with the situation we have been forced to work through.
Along with the programming options we have put out there for the
2020 summer, our Penokee Range 4-H Livestock Club have been busy
raising their animals and working together to get them sold without a
live auction option. Please reach out to them if you would like to
purchase one of their quality animals. Our 4-H program is strong and

will make it through these difficult times. Most importantly our youth
are learning resiliency and our leaders are more dedicated than ever
to their volunteer roles.
Hang in there everyone and do your part to get us through this. Wear
your masks, wash your hands and social distance as you go through
your days.
Stay Healthy Iron County.
Sincerely,
Neil Klemme

